IV
FROM THE TREATY OF LONDON   (1840)  TO
THE CONVENTION OF THE STRAITS (1841)
THE secret clause of the Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi was
soon whispered abroad In rival chancelleries, and European
diplomacy reflected the disturbance it created. While Eng-
land and France protested, Metteraich?s deft hand secured
from Russia an avowal of innocent purposes,1 which tided
Europe through the crisis. The insincerity of Turkey
toward Russia, which had imposed such humiliating terms
upon It, also made Russia's triumph less secure and there-
fore less menacing. It was obvious as well that England
and France would not leave to Russia the enjoyment of
the Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi if they could help it.
In 1839 war broke out again between the Sultan and
Mehemet All, resulting in the complete defeat of the Turk.
Again the Ottoman Empire seemed about to dissolve, with
Russia waiting to share the spoils on the north and France
about to profit in Egypt by Its friendship for Mehemet AIL
England had no desire to see either of these results. Met-
ternich had, at the outbreak of the war, proposed action by
the European Concert, and France and England quickly
1 Convention of Miinchengratz, 1833. Both parties to combine to
maintain the Turkish Empire as against others designing its overthrow,
etc. Martens, Recueil des traites et conventions conclus par la Russie
(1898), Vol. IV, pt. I, pp. 4451!.; Mischief, op. cit., pp. 293^.
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